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NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETINGS 


lime: 


Monday, Decanter 9, 1991; 8:00 p.m. 

Location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 

Auditorium 

680 Plains Rd. W.; Burlington, 

Programme: 

'Ticks and I#me Disease" 

Gord Surgeoner, University of Guelph 

Please bring acold.es or other baked goodies to 
he»Hp spread the Christmas cheer with your 
fellow naturalists! 


Time: 

Mcnday, January 13, 1992; 8:00 p.m. 
location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 

Auditori\xn 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Programme: 

"Population Dynamics and Beliavicsur 
of the Spruce Grouse" -Jim Bendel 

tedater : Bring your mugs to the monthly 

meetings -disposable cups are not available. 


* * * A 


NOTICE OF tlFCXaVIXNG FIELD EVENTS 


Monday, December 16; 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD SHOT GROUP 

This is an informal but interesting meeting 
featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session, and a 
workshop, film or set of slides about sane 
aspect of birds. If you're a beginner 
birdwatcher, came out to learn more about 
birds. If you're an expert birder, come out 
to share your knowledge and enthusiasm. Meet 
at the Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre 
an Old Guelph Rd. Please bring sane Christinas 
goodies to share the good cheer! 

Organizer -Bruce Duncan (519) 622-4709 

S aturday, December 21 

FISHERVH1E CHRtSIMRS BHO) COUNT 
The circle for this relatively new count 
includes Cayuga, the Grand River south of York 
and part of the lake Erie shoreline east of 
Nanticoke. Past counts have produced record 
ranters of hawk and cwl species. Contact John 
to participate. 

Ocupiler John Miles (519) 587-5223 

Thursday, December 26 

SWHLT® (SRISBfAS BIRD dUfT 
This continent-wide event has been an annual 
tradition for many years for local birders. 
It also provides useful data on wintering bird 
populations. The Hamilton count has 
consistently bear one of the tope in the 


province for diversity of species. To ensure 
good coverage, new participants are always 
needed. If you have participated previously, 
call Mark to confirm your territory. A pot 
luck supper will follow. 

Compiler -Mark Jennings 335-5210 

Sunday, January 5. 1992 

VINTER BUCK (TUfT 

This annual count of waterfowl on Lake Ontario 
and adjacent waterbodies provides useful data 
on the distribution of overwintering species. 
The occasional rarity, such as Harlequin Duck 
or King Eider, may turn up. Participants are 
needed to census areas. Call George for more 
details. 

Compiler -George Naylor 575-9016 

Saturday, January 18, 1992; 9:00 a.m. 

SasSCS KJk Gnu fiKtSIEGE 
The Jerseyville area has been the most 
reliable area locally for finding Gray 
Partridge over the past few years. Join us on 
this outing to hopefully see these somewhat 
ellusive birds. We will also lot* for other 
wintering birds of interest that are about. 
Flocks of Horned Larks and Snow Buntings may 
also hold Lapland Lcngspurs. Bring a thermos 
and a lunch if interested in a full day's 
birding. Meet at Jocko's Restaurant at Hwy's 
2 & 53 (Duff's Corners). 

Leader -Rob Dotes (519) 888-0553 
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PRESIDENT *S OOUUMN 


I never cease to be amazed by the 
marvels of the natural world. Three things 
really got to ms in the last two weeks. Brock 
Fenton's explanation of echo sound location in 
bats seems to become more and more incredible 
the more we learn about it. For years we have 
been the proud landlords of many generations 
of bats in our cottage attic. Next sumter 
when I see them start their evening forays at 
dusk I will look at them with new eyes. These 
tiny creatures have been perfecting radar for 
centuries before man ever dreamed of doing so. 

The oonmnest simmer resident bird at 
our cottage is the Red-eyed Vireo. All day 
long I hear their monotonous song. 'Ihe last 
one I saw there was on about October 1. Two 
weeks later I was in northwest Argentina, sore 
5500 miles away, and the camonest bird was 
the Red-eyed Vireo, still singing that same 


By Doug McCallum 

song! I could not help but wonder if the bird 
I was seeing was one of "my" birds from the 
cottage. If it was, he averaged about 325 
miles a day to get there, and his species too 
had been doing it for centuries, 

Finally I was privileged to visit Lago 
Pozuelos, a series of giant lagoons at the 
12000 foot level of the Andes. Here, three 
species of flamingos exist in the thousands. 
The horizon in three directions was pink. I 
found that I was rubbing my eyes to see if 
there was something wrong with then, and when 
I held my binoculars to look at this pink 
horizon, I found my hands trembling so mudi I 
could not' see through the lens. It was an 
awesome sight and it too has been there for 
eons of time. 

What a privilege our brief moment of 
time on earth is, and oh what a responsibility 
that we bear. 


* A A :*c A A A A A A A 


AN IMPORTANT TIME FOR ONTARIO ' S WETLANDS 


At a conference on wetlands held at the 
University of Waterloo on November 7-8, 
participants were informed of the many 
government initiatives occurring at all l evels 
(local, provincial, federal and international) 
to preserve wetlands. It was all quite 
impressive, if not somewhat bureaucratic. 

Following are some of the players in 
the wetland conservation game: 

North American Wetlands Conservation Council 
( Canada) (NAWCCC) - senior Canadian tody that 
advises the Minister of the Environment on the 
development, coordination and inplementaticn 
of wetland conservation initiatives of national 
and international scope. Ness scoop - the 
federal wetlands policy is due out any day 
now! 

Canadian Wetlands Conservation Task F orce - 
set up by the National Round Table on the 
Econofiy and the Environment to evaluate and 
act on reccwiendations that emanated fran the 
Sustaining Wetlands Forum in 1990. 


By-Brian McHattie 

North American Waterfowl Management Plan -A 
US/Canada/Mesdeo plan to restore waterfowl 
populations, particularily ducks to the levels 
of the 1970's by means of securing over 4.4 
million acres of wetland habitat across 
Canada, by investing $1 billion over 15 years. 
Canadian Wildlife Service leads the process 
for Canada. 

The Great Lakes Wetlands Policy Oonsortixm 
- Multi-stakeholder US/Canada group who have 
just cane out with an environmental agenda for 
preserving wetlands in the Great Lakes. 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources - have 
come out with yet another draft wetlands 
policy statement for consultation under 
Section 3 of the Planning Act. 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists' (TOR/ 
C anadian Environmental Law Association (CE 
have responded by producing their own 
version of a wetlands policy statement. 

As you can see there is a lot 
happening. Still, I found my mind wandering 
back to Hamilton and the City's plans to build 
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the Cpf interchange section of the Red Hill 
Creek Expressway through Van Wagner's Ponds, 
a provdncially significant wetland. The harsh 
reality of the continued loss of our wetlands 
clouded cry thinking. 

Other interesting information presented 
at the conference included: 

- Between 73-95% of the wetlands in southern 
Ontario have been eliminated, 85% of which 
were drained by farmers to create more 
farmland. 

- The Drainage Act in Ontario provides up to 
85% funding to farmers to construct and 
maintain drainage facilities to the tune of 
500-700 drains per year. If an environmental 
impact study is requested under the Act, the 
opponent must pay for it and the proponent 
gets to choose the consultant to do the study. 

- Over 127 million ha (14%) of Canada is 
covered by bog, fen, marsh, swamp and shallow 
water wetlands. They comprise an estimated 24% 
of all of the wetlands of the earth, giving us 
a large, international responsibility. 

- Over one-seventh of the original pre¬ 
settlement wetland area of Canada has been 
converted to other uses. 

-■ Canadian wetlands provide over $10 billion 
in benefits to Canadians every year in all 
uses - recreation, ecological values, peat 
extraction and other uses. 

- 95% of wetlands around urbanized areas in 
Canada have been lost. 

Obviously, all of the work being done 
in wetland conservation and management is 
somehow not enough, as we continue to lose 
wetlands. Maybe you, I and the HNC need to get 
more involved by asking our local MFPs and MPs 
and most importantly our municipal politicians 
why wetlands are not being preserved. Ask them 
what they are going to do about it - and tell 
* them what you think - we elected them and they 
are there to serve us. Bit we must make them 
aware of who we are and why they must pay 
attention to wetlands preservation if we 
expect any action. 

Below is the response of the 
Conservation Oamuttee an your behalf to the 
Ministry of Natural Resources draft wetlands 
policy statement. I will have copies of the 
government policy statement along with the 
F0N/C5IA version and other wetlands 
information at the conservation table at the 


December and January Club meetings. 

Maybe getting involved in preserving 
wetlands can be your New Year’s resolution! 


November 8, 1991 
Manager 

Wildlife Policy Branch 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
Id House 

90 Sheppard Avenue East 
TOrcnto, Ontario 
M2N 3A1 

RE: (mens CW THE CORRECT HttFT WETUWDS 
POLICY 

Dear Sir: 

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on 
the draft wetlands policy for the Province of 
Qitario. 

Being' naturalists we have a long-term interest 
in wetland preservation. I believe our 
members, with well-tuned ears that hear above 
the din of civilization and sharp eyes that 
see what others do not, provide true testimony 
to the real effects of wetland loss. Fewer 
Spring Peepers are present to announce the 
oncoming spring; the last Eastern Spiny 
Soft shell turtle was observed in 1987; and we 
wait fruitlessly every year for the return of 
nesting Black Terns to area marshes. 

Wetland loss in our region is typical of 
elsewhere in southern Chtario. By 1965, 
virtually all of Hamilton’s wetlands had been 
drained or developed, including an 80% 
reduction in the once abundant cattail marshes 
in Hamilton Harbour. Maps Obtained from 
Environment Canada shew that 200 years ago 
Flamborough, Glanbrook and Ancaster were 
comprised of between 20 and 40 - percent 
wetlands. A map of the same area in 1982 shews 
reductions of 50-100% in wetland area 
(Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
State of the Environment Report, 1990). 

In light of this grand scale of destruction, 
at minimun, no further reduction in wetland 
area can be allowed; instead, enhancement and 
restoration is required. 
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Developers and agriculturalists speak of 
balance. They say wetland, or any wildlife 
habitat preservationst for that matter, has 
to understand the need to balance preservation 
against economic growth. The facts show 75-95% 
of southern Ontario's wetlands have already 
been eliminated. It seems to me that it is 
time to take a stand and reverse actions to 
reflect a true balance. 

We urge you to seriously consider the comments 
outlined on the following pages along with 
those of other concerned groups, and to move 
quickly to preserve wetlands in Ontario. 

Yours truly, 

Brian McHattie 
Conservation Director 


We would like to begin by providing a brief 
history of the Club to help you gain an 
insight into our views and concerns: 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HAMILTON 
NATURALISTS CLUB 

1919 - Club was bom as the Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society 

1927 - Society instrumental in having Cootes 
Paradise (now a Class 1 wetland) protected as 
a Crown Game Preserve 

1959 - Incorporated as the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club 

1960 - Idea of the Bruce Trail proposed by HNC 
member, Ray Lowes 

1961 - First naturalists' club in Canada to 
own its own nature sanctuary -Spooky Hollow 
near Normandale 

1967 7 Second nature sanctuary purchased - 
Short Hills near Fonthill 
1985 to date - Many conservation projects have 
teen undertaken including: 

- Peregrine Falcon reintroduction at Mohawk 
College 

- Hamilton ILerpetofaunal Atlas (reptiles and 
siphibians) 

- Hamilton Naturefest 

- Walkathon for Nature 

- Henultcn-Wentwoith Natural Areas Inventory 
Project 

- 1988 City of Hamilton Environmentalists of 
tits Year Award 


- 1990 Federation of Ontario Naturalists U.E. 
Saunders Award for outstanding contributions 
to conservation. 

In addition we have representatives sitting on 
the following committees: 

- Keep Hamilton Clean 

- Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan 
Stakeholders 

- Hamilton Harbour Fish and Wildlife 
Restoration Project (includes restoration of 
Bay area marshes) 

- Regional Chairman's Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Issues 

- Regional Chairman's Taskforce on Sustainable 
Development 


CLUB POSITION 

It has been 10 years since the Ministry 
of Natural Resources' discussion paper 
entitled, "Towards a Wetlands Policy in 
Ontario" was released. Guidelines for wetland 
management were issued in 1984 followed by the 
first draft policy, statement in 1989. During 
those ten years, more wetlands have been 
drained for agricultural purposes and filled 
in for housing developments. A wetlands policy 
under Section 3 of the Planning Act, 
superceding any and all other policy 
statements under this section, must be put in 
place as soon as possible. 

We have reviewed a draft of the 
proposed policy statement prepared by the 
Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA) 
in association with the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists. We concur fully with its 
contents. We understand that CEM will be 
making it available to your government for 
implementation. We urge you to adopt it in its 
entirety. 

While we find it difficult to comment 
csi this draft policy due to its brevity and 
the lack of implementation guidelines, to 
would like to make the following specific 
axrenents: 

1. Provirtcially Significant Wetlands (Classes 

iz3)l 

- Section two of the draft policy doss not 
absolutely prohibit new land uses in 
provincially significant wetlands. The policy 
mist expressly state that no loss of wetland 
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will be pemitted. 

- Section tliree provides for. development in 
provincially significant wetlands in the 
Boreal Region as long as an Brviroranental 
Impact Study is carried out by the proponent 
and approved try the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. No loss of wetland should be 
pendtted in this region of the province. 

- Section four allows for development on lands 
separating a wetland complex. No development 
ahniiii take place on these lands. The 
functioning of the wetland complex depends on 
the main tenance of the integrity of the whole 
ccnplex. 

- Section five provides for development which 
does not result in a loss of area of 
provincially significant wetlands in the Great 
Lakes- St. Lawrence Region and development in 
the Boreal Region to be placed on "adjacent 
lands". Again, it is imperative that we do not 
lose any of the remaining wetlands in Ontario, 
therefore no development should be allowed in 
a 120 metre buffer zone aroind a wetland. 

- Section six allows public utilities/ 
facilities to be located in provincially 
significant wetlands provided negative impacts 
are minimized. This loophole must be removed 
as it allows for hydro transmission towers and 
other public sector facilities such as 
■mlcipal infrastructure to be placed in a 
provincially sicjnficant wetland, clearly an 
maooeptahle i*pact. 

These sections represent convenient 
loopholes, designed to allow for development 
in provincially significant wetlands. They 
nust be withdrawn from the draft policy and 
replaced with a statement of no loss of 
provincially significant wetlands. 

2. locally Significant Wetlands (Classes 4-7); 

While these locally significant 
wetlands did not score as high in the Ministry 
of Natural Resources evaluation system, they 
are extremely important to local cannmities. 
It is at local wetlands that most southern 
Ontario school children first learn to 
appreciate nature. Indeed, many of my fellow 
Club members first honed their naturalists' 
skills at these small, but significant local 
wetlands. Again, over 75% of southern 
Chtario's wetlands have been eliminated making 
it imperative that these local wetlands be 
protected by a "no loss" statement. Simply 
leaving the protection of this category of 
wetlands up to an interpretation of a local 


official plan is not adequate. 

3. Restoraticn/Rehabilitaticn of Lost or 
Degraded Wetlands: 

To establish a balance between 
development and wetlands preservation there is 
a need to restore or rehabilitate lost or 
degraded wetlands. The policy statement needs 
to erwdurage this practice, especially where 
a developer has damaged or destroyed wetlands, 
such as in the recent Eagle Creek case in 
Ottawa-Carletcn. 

4. LAmitaticns of the Pol icy Statement 
Approach to Wetland Preservation: 

A. Zoning already in place: 

If a parcel, of land containing a 
wetland has been pre-zcned and therefore does 
not require a zoning change, then the Planning 
Act and the Wetlands policy statement 
contained there in need not be invoked. 

B. Other policy statements contained in the 
Planning Act: 

Hie draft wetlands policy includes the 
statement "does not supercede or take priority 
over other Policy Statments". This means that 
provision of affordable housing could, for 
example, be used to allow development within 
wetlands. 

C. Agricultural land drainage: 

85% of wetland loss in southern Ontario 
can be attributed to drainage of wetlands for 
agricultural purposes (Bardecki, pers. oarnn.). 
Hie provincial Drainage Act is designed to 
encourage a continuation of this destruction 
of wetlands. A policy statement under the 
Planning Act has no influence over another 
piece of legislation. 

Hie inadequacies highlighted by these 
examples point to a need tor legislation to 
protect wetlands. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Hie Hamilton Naturalists' Club wishes 
to emphasize the urgency of this matter, ffiiile 
we critique yet another draft wetland policy, 
more wetlands are being destroyed. Therefore, 
we recommend' that: 

1. Hie Province of Ontario inmediately enact 
a policy statement undesr Section three of the 
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Planning Act, reflecting the changes mentioned 2, Once the policy is in place, the province 

here and in the proposed policy statement jut aust move immediately to enact legislation to 

forward by OTA, No loss of wetlands must be protect all wetlands in the province of 

first and foremost throughout the policy, Ontario, 

unhindered by ambiguous wording and the 
presence of loopholes. 


1991 HAMILTON FALL BIRD COUNT 


The weather forecast for the 18th 
Hamilton Fall Bird Count, held on Sunday, 
November 3, 1991, indicated poor count 
conditions, as it predicted cold temperatures 
with strong winds. The forecast was, 
unfortunately, quite accurate, however seme 
participants were able to find warmer niches 
ip leeward areas, as demonstrated by the 
Mourning Cloak butterfly seen flying in 
Spencer Gorge. Participants were able to 
achieve a record high species total of 142, 
edging out the 141 species tallied in 1979. 
Ibis record was no doubt the result of the 
highest minber of observers and party hours 
yet obtained on the fall count. 

Not suprisingly there were firsts and 
record high totals for several, species. Most 
importantly, fair species were seen on the 
fall count for the first time. These were: a 
pair of American White Pelicans at Mountsberg 
reservoir that had been present since 
September 29; two Eared Grebes, one each at 
Tailgate Ponds and Shell Pier; and a 
Franklin's Gull and a Little Gull, both at Van 
Wagners Beach. The Little Gull was long 
overdue, although it had been recorded within 
the count period previously, but the other 
three new species are definite rarities for a 
Hamilton Fail Count. 

Other noteworthy records included the 
second count records for Merlin and Long- 
billed Dcr,ditcher. The dcwitchers were seal as 
fly-bies and were just reported as dowitcher 
species, however it is so unlikely that Short- 
billed fiqwitcbars would be present at this 
date that they have been listed here as Long- 
billed Dowitchers. Also observed, this year 
were the third count records for Bald Eagle 
and House Wren, and the fourth count records 
for Green-hacked Heron, Golden Eagle, Cotrrnon 
Tern, Short-eared Owl and Swainson's Thrush. 
Also noteworthy were the Osprey, Eastern 


By Bill Lamond 

Phoebe, Tufted Titmouse and Orange-crowned 
Warbler counted. 

The 1S91 count produced the highest 
diversity of raptors yet for a fall count, 
with 13 species observed. Cbly Peregrine 
Falcon was missal of the raptors that could 
reasonably be expected to occur, however the 
Peregrine itself was only recorded for the 
first time last year. Similarly, a record 
mober of six owl species were observed this 
year. Five owls had been counted on four 
previous fall counts. 

The high lumber of party hours produced 
record high or tied record high counts for 28 
species. These are too numerous to list here 
and are flagged in the general species list 
and totals. The record high numbers for 
American Robin and European Starling are the 
results of counts at roost sites. At least 
2000 American Robins were observed flying into 
the Dundas Valley at sunset to roost. About 
70,000 Starlings were, counted at the 
traditional Skyway Bridge roost. For both 
species, duplication of rubers counted likely 
occurred as the totals represent all those 
reported by all parties. 

Other species seen in near record high 
numbers included Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Duck, 
American Coot, Herring Gull, Carolina Wren, 
Eastern Bluebird and Fax Sparrow. The latter 
three species merit sore discussion. The 
Carolina Wren situation has been touched on in 
previous years, however it bears repeating. 
The fall bird count has bean an extremely 
accurate measure of this species' local 
fluctuations. From 1983-85 Carolina Wren was 
missed on the fall count, but since then they 
have re-established a toe-hold, and in the 
last three years their numbers have steadily 
increased to the total of 21 observed this 
year. If succeeding winters remain moderate, 
future fall counts for this species could get 
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higher still. 

Eastern Bluebirds were seen by ten 
different parties, who tallied 64 birds, the 
highest number since the amazing 132 seen in 
1982. It can be hard to predict trends fran 
fall counts, but it does seem that Bluebirds 
are more carman now than in the recent past. 

The 48 Pax Sparrows this year were well 
above the normal count average of 16, and 
would easily have been a record high were it 
not for the 62 birds recorded in 1983. The 
1983 fall count was also a fantastic year for 
other sparrows such as American Tree, White- 
throated and Dark-eyed Junco, all of which had 
record totals that year. 

In conplete contrast to all of these 
Iiigh counts, only the Oldsquaw was observed in 
record low lumbers, although choppy lake 
conditions probably obscurred many birds. 
Also, Redhead and Purple Finch numbers were 
low, and Chipping Sparrow and Red-headed 
Woodpecker were missed entirely -they are 
usually reported every other year. 

Ch a different note, perhaps the moot 
unusual bird seen on the count was the Hill 
Myna found in Kings Forest -an obvious escaped 
caged bird (and not included in the count 
results) -but an interesting sight for the 
observer, I’m sure! 

One issue that has become apparent 
through the results of recent fall counts is 
the difference in waterfowl numbers between 
the reservoirs at Mountsberg and Valais 
Conservation Areas. Although the reservoirs 
are similar in size and habitat, and are not 
too far removed from each other, the 
differences in waterfowl diversity and numbers 
is incredible. This year, the Mcuntsberg 
party observed 17 waterfowl species, 2 grebe 
species, American Coot and the White Pelicans, 
for a total of 2538 waterbirds. The Valais 
party observed no grebes or coots, and only 
four waterfowl species for a total of 170 
waterbirds. These differences might solely be 
due to waterfowl hunting, as hunting is 
allowed at Valens while Mcuntsberg is a 
sanctuary. Apparently, the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority is at present reviewing 
their dude hunting policy at Valais, and sate 
timely input from HNC members may convince the 
HRCA to set aside Valais as a waterfowl 
sanctuary as well. The benefits of Valens as 
a sanctuary should be obvious to us all. 

Finally, I would like to take this 
space to thank all of this year's 


participants. I find it very rewarding whan 
I call people to confirm their aunt 
participation, and they tell me how much they 
are looking forward to the count. This 
dedication will ensure that the Hamilton Fall 
Bird Count will always be a success. Special 
thanks go to those participants who travelled 
from distant areas to take part in the count, 
including people from Huntsville, Pickering 
and New York State. 

Area Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2 ton 
radius of Dumdum Castle, Hamilton, Cntario, 
to include: the Lake Ontario shoreline from 
Port Credit to Beamsville; the Conservation 
Areas of Taquanyah, Christie, Binbrook, Fifty 
Point, Felkers Falls, Mcuntsberg, Valens, 
Iroquois Heights, Dundas Valley, Governors 
Road, Beamsr, Kelso, Rattlesnake Point, Berry, 
Spencer Gorge and Borers Creek; Rock Chapel 
Sanctuary; Lake Medad; Puslinch, Mohawk and 
Durmark Lakes; Scotch Block and Qiedoke 
Reservoirs; Sassafras, Bronte and Burloak 
Woods; Cootes Paradise; Kings and North Cayuga 
Slough Forests; Dundas, Bronte, Rattray and 
Van Wagners Marshes; Troy, Harrisburg East and 
Beverly Swaops; Crieff and Capetown Bogs; 
Hendrie Valley; Hamilton Harbour; Hagersville 
Quarry Ponds; Windermere Basin; Smithville, 
Winona and Cainsville Sewage Pends; Spring 
Valley, Stoney Creek, Red Hill, Bronte and 
Oakville Creek Ravines; and.the Grand River 
from Cayuga to Cambridge. 

Sunday, November 3, 1991: 3:40 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Temperature: -3*C to 3»C. Winds SW 30 
km/hr, gusting to 50 km/hr. Overcast with 
snow squalls in southern regions, clear skies 
in northern regions. Ice on some small ponds. 
100 observers in 52 parties. Total party 
hours: 341.3. 

Species: Underlined totals represent record 
high numbers unless specified as record low; 
underlined species require documentation by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Conndttee, except 
for the American White Pelican which requires 
documentation by the Cntario Bird Records 
Contra ttee. 

Red-throated Loon 2; Common Loot 59; Pied¬ 
billed Grebe 20; Homed Grebe 32; Red-necked 
Grebe 70; Eared Grebe 2 (MJ; BC,VE,J0); 
American White Pelican 2 (GMa,IR,RvT); Double- 
crested Cormorant 55; Great Blue Heron 57; 
Green-backed Heron 1 (VD,JG,JR); Hlack-crowned 
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Night-Heron 6; Tundra Swan 90; flute Swan 23; 
Snow Goose 3; Brant 1; Canada Goose 7763; Wood 
Buck 19; Green-winged Teal 719; American Black 
Duck 243; Mallard 3161; Northern Pintail 58; 
Blue-winged Teal 2; Northern Shdveler 219 ; 
Gadvali 344; American Wigeon 96; Canvasback 
51; Redhead 15; Ring-necked Duck 158; Greater 
Scaup 4442 ; Lesser Scaup 1218; Oldsquaw 85 
(low); Black Scoter 15; Surf Scoter 53; White¬ 
winged Scoter 36; Carmen Goldeneye 257; 
Bufflehead 389; Hooded Merganser 30; Carman 
Merganser 29; Red-breasted Merganser 254; 
Ruddy Duck 173; Turkey Vulture 14; Osprey 1 
(DG, Phtf); Bald Eagle 1; Northern Harrier 57; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 12; Cooper's Hawk 5; 
Northern Goshawk 1; Red shouldered Hawk 4; 
Red-tailed Hawk 298; Rough-legged Hawk 30; 
Golden Eagle 2; American Kestrel 127; Merlin 
3; Ring-necked Pheasant 10; Ruffed Grouse 9; 
American Coot 515; Black-bellied Plover 14;. 
Killdeer 303; Greater Yellowlegs 39; Lesser 
Yellowleg9 7; Hudsonian Godvit 2; White-runped 
Sandpiper 3; Pectoral Sandpiper 83; Dunlin 
477; Long-billed Dcwitcher 2; Cannon Snipe 16; 
American Woodcock 5; Jaeger sp. 1; Franklin's 
Gull 1 (AE); little Gull 1 (AE); Bonaparte's 
Gull 464; Ring-billed Gull 10726; Herring Gull 
2666; Great Black-backed Gull. 197; Carman Tern 
5; Rock Dove 2572; Mourning Dove 719; Eastern 
Screech-Owl 20; Great Honied Owl 20; Snowy Owl. 
2; Long-eared Owl 5; Short-eared CM 1; 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 2; Belted Kingfisher 16; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 3; Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker 1; Downy Woodpecker 154; Hairy 
Woodpecker 37; Northern Flicker 46; Pileated 
Woodpecker 2; Eastern Phoebe 1; Horned Lark 
73; Blue Jay 616; American Crow 2488; Black- 
capped Chickadee 1646; Tufted Titmo use 2 
(BC,VE,JO; JCha); Red-breasted Nuthatch 16; 
VJhite-breasted Nuthatch 181; Brown Creeper 29; 
Carolina Wren 21, House Wren 1; Winter Wren 
13; Golden-crowned Kinglet 348; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 23; Eastern Bluebird 64; Swainscn's 
Thrush 1 (DA); Hermit Thrush 23; American 
Robin 3688 ; Gray Catbird 2; Northern 
Mockingbird 51; Brown Thrasher 2; Water Pipit 
445 ; Cedar Waxwing 2738; Northern Shrike 6; 
European Starling 92485; Orange-crcwned 
Warbler 1; Yellow-rumped Warbler 27; Caiman 
Yellowthroat 2; Northern Cardinal 501; Rufous¬ 
sided Towhse 4; American Tree Sparrow 658; 
Field Sparrow 2; Savannah Sparrow 2; Fox 
Sparrow 48; Song Sparrow 110; Swamp Sparrw 
14; White-throated Sparrow 160; White-crowned 
Spann'.; 4; Dark-eyed Junco 1533; Snow Bunting 


133; Red-winged Blackbird 2694; Eastern 
Meadowlark 22; Rusty Blackbird 458; Common 
Grackle 31; Brown-headed Oowbird 311; Purple 
Finch 15; House Finch 924 ; Carmen Redpoll 51; 
Pine Siskin 33; American Goldfinch. 512; 
Evening Grosbeak 36; House Sparrow 2088, 
Total: 142 species; 155,508 individuals. 

Seen day before or day after count, but not on 
count day: Red Phalarope (DG,BL,KMcL), Gray 
Partridge, Tree Swallow. 

Observers: David Agio, Glen Barrett, Mary 

Beaver, Rose Beer, Beth Blashill, Victoria 
Bohn, Dorothy Brace, Dave Bradley, Hazel 
Broker, Mike Cacknan, Drew Caotfibell, John 
Challen, Garry Chappie, Nina Chappie, Rosalind 
Chaundy, Dawn Christilaw, Jack Christilaw, 
Michael Clark, Geoge. (Joker, Ted Cole, Rob 
Crawford, Bill Crins, Be* Curry, Rob Dobos, 
Val Dobson, Jim Dcwall, Gavin Edmcnstcne, Alf 
Epp, Lois Evans, Verne Evans, Sheila Forbes, 
Marcie Foster, Denys Gardiner, Branimin 
Gjetvaj, Anthony Goodban, Alex Gray, Jerry 
Guild, Ben Harms, Audrey Heagy, Brian Henshaw, 
Jim Heslop, Ray Hughes, Barry Jones, Albert 
Kuhnigh, Paul lady. Bill Lamond (canpiler), 
Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewingtcn, Stan Long, 
Rick LudJdn, Marg Ludkin, Wolfgang Luft, Gabor 
Magyar, Doug McCallun, Sheldon McGregor, Kevin 
McLaughlin, Don McLean, Jean Meredith, Roger 
Meredith, Anita Meyers, George Meyers, Jamie 
Miles, John Miles, Steven Miles, Lorelie 
Mitchell, George Naylor, Maisie Newby. Gavin 
Norman, John Olmsted, Jeff Poklen, Norm 
Panfret, Mary Pomfret, Roslynne Price, Jim 
Pringle, Joe Ramage, Anne Reid, Tom Reid, Ian 
Richards, Paul Rose, Don Rosebush, Diane 
Salter, Bill Smith, Ian smith, Paul Smith, 
Rick Snider, Bob Stamp, Mike Street, Ron 
Valentine, Cecilia Verkley, Peter Van Dyken, 
Rohan van Twest, Rob Waldhuber, Harry Walker, 
Marie Walker, Phil Walker, Pam Watts, R. 
Westerhoff, Carol Wilkinson, Bryan Wyatt, 
Brian Wylie (Hamilton Naturalists' dub, 
South-Peel Naturalists' Club, Kitdiener- 
Waterloo Field Naturalists, Guelph Field 
Naturalists). 


BRUCE TRAIL. CALENDARS 
The 1992 calendars, with beautiful black & 
white drawings of scenes along the Bruce 
Trail, are available now. The cost is $6.00 
(plus postage) and can be ordered by calling 
529-6821, or can be picked up at many local 
bookstores and gift shops. 
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SPOOKY HOLLOW CLEAN—UP 

By Hazel Broker 


If you aissed the annual clean-up day 
at Spooky Hollow on October 20, 1991, you 
missed a super outing. The weather was 
perfect -crisp but pleasant in the woods; the 
trails were beautiful -a carpet of yellow, 
gold and red; and the company congenial and 
ready to work. 

Thanks to John Fischer's planning and 
pre-cutting of the limber, the correct mmber 
of pieces were carried to each site! Even 
carrying the loads. to the creek cn Leatheiwood 
Trail was an interesting experience because we 
had time cn the return trips to enjoy and 
identify the display of ferns along the way, 
including: Braken {Pteridiim aquilimri , 
Sensitive (Onclea sensibilis ), Evergreen Wood 
(Dryopteria intermedia ), Christmas 
(Polystichm acrostidhoides ), New York 
(Ihelypteris noveboracensid ), Leathery Grape 
(Botrychim nvltifidimi , Interrupted (Osnvnda 
clatycniana ), Spinulos Wood (Dryopteris 
carthusiana ), Lady (Athyriim filix -fenrina). 
and Maidenhair (Adiantun pedatuni . 

With all the limber in place, we 
organized ourselves into teams and the sound 
of banners echoed through the quiet woods. 
Blue Jays, Chickadees and a White-breasted 
Nuthatch called while a woodpecker dmrtred. 
Forty-eight feet of boardwalk was built in 
eight foot sections and put in place -two 
leading to the new bridge on the Loatherwood 


Trail, two at the bridge cn the main trail, 
and two over the wet area at the entrance. 
These strongly constructed boardwalks and 
bridges should stand up for many years and the 
wet areas should be much more navigable come 
spring. 

Our work done, Victor and I acconpanied 
Ian on an exploratory jaunt around the 
Leatherwood Trail (the first time on this new 
trail for me). We looked into a possible 
change in location of a section of this trail 
to take in a beautiful specimen of Flowering 
Dogwood (Camus floridd) -an excellent idea. 

We also walked the Marion Shivas Trail 
to check for any fallal trees or branches. 
All clear, and what a beautiful trail, 
resplendent in ferns all the way up the 
valley, with lots of very healthy Round-lobed 
Hepatica (Hepatiea americanai . A hike along 
this trail in April is always a joy. 

Sincere thanks to John Fischer for his 
excellent preparation and supervision, and to 
all who helped -Madeline Ernst, Victor Golini, 
Frank Morley, Harry Payne and Ian Reid. 

Following are some dates to mark on 
your calendar! Ian Reid and I will be leading 
hikes to the Sanctuaries in 1992 -May 30 at 
Spooky Hollow and July 26 to Short Hills. Do 
plan to ccmc and explore these treasures 
entrusted to our care. Further details will 
follow in the May Wood Duck. 


*********** 


A GREEN CHRISTMAS FOR TEACHERS? 


Each year near Christmas, my daughter 
requests to go stopping for her teachers' 
gifts. And every year I have to ask her and 
myself why. It means very’ little to the child 
to buy trinkets for teachers along with 60 
other children. I can just imagine these 
"gifts" piling up in each teacher's basement. 
The environmental costs do add up. It takes 
resources to make, transport, store and 
dispose of all these trinkets. It's not that 
I don't like to give, but the idea of a 
mandatory gift, or bribe, really bothers me 
(my daughter always tells me that, of course. 


By Roslynne Price 

all of the kids do it). Most years I nave 
refused to buy anything, and instead have had 
my daughter make a special card of thanks. 
That way she has contributed to the "gift". 

Last year I decided to do sane thing 
different. We donated money in the school's 
name to the HNC and the Oonserver Society. 
Her teachers were very thankful and we all 
felt good about giving a "gift" tliat 
contributes to a better world for us all. I 
icpe more people will consider this and have 
a "green" Christmas. 
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1SSCJ ri'MDRilJV' BIRD RE03SRDS 


No. of species recorded to: 
September 30, 1991 -263 
October 31, 1991 -265 
For underlined species or dates a 
written documentation is required 
by the Hamilton Bird Records 
Coonmittee (HBRC). 

* -first record for the year 
F -first record for the migration 
L -last record for the migration 


By Mark Jennings & Rob Dobos 


Plumages/Jtotes: 
f -female ■ 
m -male 
ad -adult 
juv -juvenile 
inm -iriRiature 
terr -territorial 
HIE -nest, are egg 
yon -fledged young 
pair -male & female 


Counties: 

BR -Brant 
HL -Halton 

HN -Haldimand-Norfolk 
ffit -ffamiltcai-Waitworth 
KG -Niagara 
PL - Peel 
WT -Waterloo 
WL -Wellington 


Observers : Glen Barrett ((B), Rose Beer (RB), Barb Charlton (BC), Dawn Oiristilav (DC), Jack 
Christilaw (JC), Michael Clark (MC), idd Cole (TC), Jim Cram (JCr), Robert Carry (RC), Ronald Dermott 
(RDe), Rob Dobos (K0), Jim Hawaii (JD), Gavin Dsmslav (GE), AM Epp (AQ, Lois Evans (IE), Verne 
Evans (VE), Robert Finlayson (RF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Brian Heaishaw, (Ki), Mark Jennings (MJ), 
Bill Lanond (BL). Wolfgang Luff (WL), Kevin McLaughlin' (KM), John Miles (JM); Steven Miles (£M), 
George Naylor (GN), Sharon Naylor (2N), John Olmsted (>JU), George Pond (GP), Roslynne Price (RP), 
Paul Rose (lit), Ivan Smith (IS), Mike Street (MS), Ron Valentine (RV), Man Iformington (AW), Brian 
Wylie (TOO. . ' . • ’ • 


Species <• 

Bate 

No./Pluffl. 

Ooisity/location 

Observers 

MAY 1991 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

May 11 

50 

HN/E Hagersville . 

JM,SM,GP 

JUNE 1991 

Blue-winged Teal 

■Jin 13 

If,I2yon 

'M/S Gullivers Lake 

AW 

American Wigeon 

■Jun 19 

1 m 

HW/Windermere Basin 

II 

Northern Harrier 

Jun 4 

1 pair 

HW/2 km E Puslinch 

II 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Jun 7 

1 pair 

HW/5W Hayes)and 

II 

II II M 

Jun 26 

1 t err ad 

HW/2 km SW Rockton Tract. 

It 

Lesser Yelldwlegs 

Jun IS F 

1 

HW/Vindernsre Basin 

II 

Wilson's Phalarqpe 

Jun 19 

1 f 

M If 11 

II 

Yellow-billed Cuekdo 

Jun 13 

1 in 

HW/NE end Havesland Swamp. 

II 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

Jun 17 

1 pair 

HW/Westdale Ravine 

II 

Short-eared 0/1 

Jun 20 

1 

HW/2 kn E Hagersville 

JM 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Jun 25 

If,lyon 

HW/2 km SW Glariford Station 

AW 

Pi leated Woodpecker 

Jun 17 

1 pair 

HW/Westdale Ravine 

II 

Tufted Titmouse 

Jun 17 

1 terr m 

<t ii n 

II 

Brown Creeper 

Jun 6 

1 terr m 

■HW/SW Lake Medad 

II . 

If <i 

Jun 18 

1 pair 

HW/2 km W Westover 

II 

ii if 

Jun 21 

1 terr m 

HW/Spencer Cr at Block Rd 

If 

II ii 

Jun 26 

1 terr m 

HW/1 krt S Kirkwall 

II 

Winter Wren 

Jun 6 

1 terr m. 

HW/SW Lake Medad 

It 

it II 

Jun 13 

1 terr m 

HW/6th Cone & Middletown Rd 

II • 

Marsh Wren 

Jun 21 

1 terr m . 

HW/S Gullivers Lake • 

l» 

II ii 

Jun 26 

1 ten'm 

HW/Valens C,A, 

II 

H 11 

Jun 28 

2 terr m 

HW/Rockton 

II 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Jun 21 

lad,2vofi 

HW/Rockton Tract 

II 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Jun 5 

1 

HW/2 krn W Westover 

II 
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Blue-gray Cinatcatcher 

Jun 7 1 

■ If II «« 

Jun 26 1 

Eastern Bluebird 

Jun 26 2 

Golden-wingad Warbler 

Jun 5 1 terr m 

n H “ 

Jun 6 2 terr m 

fl it «t 

Jun 7 1 terr m 

II II l* 

Jun 20 1 terr m 

i| ll •• 

Jun 21 1 terr m 

Pine Warbler 

Jun 13 1 terr m 

Canada Warbler 

Jun 4 1 terr m 

il ll 

Jun 5 1 terr m 

if M 

Jun 26 1 terr m 

Rufous-sided Tcwhee 

Jun 28 N1E 

CLay-colored Sparrow 

Jun 28 5 terr m 

Field Sparrow 

Jun 7 N2E 

JULY 1991 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Jul 1-on 1 

AUGUST 1991 

Cooper's Hawk 

Aug 11,14 1 

Gray Partridge 

Aug 26 1 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 

Aug 4F-7 1 

SEPTEMBER 1991 

Killdeer 

Sep 6 165 

Marbled Godvit 

Sep 25*,26 1 

Caspian Tern 

Sep 6 131 

least Flycatcher 

Sep 26 L 1 

Eastern Phoebe 

Sep 22 F 1 

Brown Creeper 

Sep 13 F 1 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Sep 7,28L 1 

Solitary Vireo 

Sep 13 F 1 

Connecticut Warbler 

Sep 29 L 1 

Canada Warbler 

Sep 13 L 1 

White crowned Sparrow 

Sep 21 F 1 

OCTOBER 1991 


Red-throated loon 

Oct 12 F 2 

II H >1 

Oct 27 3 

Carman Loon 

Oct 6 18 

M II 

Oct 28 60 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Oct 5 8 

• i II H 

Oct 26 1 

Homed Grebe 

Oct 6 F 1 

il ll 

Oct 26 100 

Red-necked Grebe 

Oct 6 F 21 

ll il ii 

Oct 20 3 

il il il 

Oct 27 30 

Eared Grebe 

Oct 5F-31 1 ad 

American White Pelican 

. Oct 1-31 2 ad 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Oct 1 453 

H ll 51 

Oct 19 60 

Great Blue Heron 

Oct 3 16 

Gresn-backed Heron 

Oct 13 1 


HW/SW Hayesland AW 

HW/Valens C.A. 

II II II » 

HW/1 tan NE Westover 
HW/W Lake Medad 

HW/Beverly Swacp " 

HW/S Lake Medad 

HW/ftocktcn Tract " 

HW/Copetcwn 

HW/2 tan E Puslinch 

HW/2 tan W Westover " 

HW/Valens C.A. 

iW/W Hyde Tract 

II II If II VI 

HW/Hayesland " 


HL/Kilbride 

DC,JC 

HL/Kilbride 

DC,JC 

HLv 8th Side Rd near Twiss Rd 

M II 

HL/Kilbride 

It II 


HW/Dundas Marsh 

RF 

II II H 

II 

II II II 

II 

HL/Appleby Creek 

WL.RP 

KL/Bronte Harbour 

ClK 


HL/PetrxiCanada Park, Bronte Cr 

II II II II H H 


It II 

II II 

II II 


ii n <i <i ii 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

il II 

KM,GN 

Nfc/Fifty Point C.A. 

GB 

NG/Lake at Fifty Rd 

KM,GN 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

JD,VE,JD 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

BW 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

KM,®, PR 

HL/Shoreacres 

KM 

HW/Van Wagners to Fifty Point BC,RD 

HL/Shoreacres 

KM 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

JO t GB r RD 

HL/Shoreacres 

WL,RP 

HW/Tollgate fcnds 

RD,AE et al. 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

Many Observers 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

BW 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

ll 1C ll 

MC 

Ii 

KW/Copetown Bog, Slote Rd 

RB,IS 
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Black- crcs/ned Night-Heron 
Whocper Swan (escapee) 
Itite Swan 
Snow Goose 

II «l 

Brant 

H 

Wood Duck 
Green-winged Teal 

II II II 

American Black Duck 
Northern Pintail 
Blue-winged Teal 
Northern Shoveler 

II II 

Gadvall 

American Wigeon 

il H 

Canvasback 

Redhead 

ll 

Ring-necked Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Oldsquaw 
Black Scoter 

• I II 

II H 

(I H 

Surf Scoter 
tfMte-wiriged Scoter 

ii H « 

Gisnosn Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 

Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 

II II 

Turkey Vulture 


II *• 

H II 

II II 

II ll 


Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 

n ii 

i« H 

H ii 

Northern Goshawk 

ll H 

H H 

ll l* 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
Rod-tailed Hawk 

ii ii ii 


Oct 27 

2 irrm 

HW/Van Wagners Ponds 

WL,RP 

Oct 5;6 

1 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

BW;NL,RP 

Oct 20 

4 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

Oct 20 

40 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

MS 

Oct 22 

1 

HL/Over Kilbride 

DC,JC 

Oct 4 F 

35 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

JO 

Oct 28 

8 

II ll ll H 

JD,VE,JO 

Oct 31 

1 f 

HW/Desjardins Canal 

BW 

Oct 19 

240 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

MC 

Oct 27 

15 

HW/Windermere Basin 

WL,RP 

Oct 19 

25 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

HC 

Oct 28 

27 

HW/Windermere Basin 

BW 

Oct 6 

7 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

DG,BL 

Oct 5 

140 

II II . M - 

BW 

Oct 28 

123 

HW/Windermere Basin 

ii 

Oct 7 

46 

HW/Princess Point 

ii 

Oct 5 

160 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

ii 

Oct 23 

14 

HL/Bronte 

GE 

Oct 23 

30 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

m 

Oct 5 

. 12 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

II 

Oct 26 

12 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

BC,RD 

Oct 12 

5 

NG/Wincna Sewage Ponds 

KM.GN 

Oct 5 

200 

HL/Shoreacres 

RD 

Oct 28 

135 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

JD,VE,JO 

Oct 5F;14 3;17 

HL/Shoreacres 

RD;KM 

Oct 26;27 1 

HW/Lake at Greens Rd 

BC,RD;KD,GN 

Oct 28 

1 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

JD,VE,JO 

Oct 31 

2 

HL/Spencer Smith Park 

ffl 

Oct 26 F 

3 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

BC,RD 

Oct 1 F 

1 

HI/Bronte 

MJ 

Oct 12.20 50;55 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

KM,GN;G»,RD 

Oct 27 

40 

HL/Shoreacres 

WL,RP 

Oct 12 F 

2 

NG/Wincna Sewage Ponds 

BC,RD,KM,GN 

Oct 12 F 

30 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

. KM f GN 

Oct 1;23 

11; 90 

KW/Tollgate Pends 

ffl 

Oct 26 

100 

M . II •« 

BC.RD 

Oct 13 

319 

HL/Shell Park, Bronte 

MJ 

Oct 14 

35 

HJVNear Hornby 

WL,RP 

Oct 27 

10 

WL/Puslinch 

ffl 

Oct 27 

1 

HL/Brcnte Creek 

GE 

Oct 27 

1 

HW/High Level Bridge 

RD,MS 

Oct 20 

1 

HW/Valens C.A. 

RD 

Oct 19 

1 ad 

HL/Hwy 403 & Kerns Rd 

TC 

Oct 13 

82 

HL/Sliell Park 

MJ 

Oct 3 

1 

HL/Chelsea Rd, Kilbride 

DC,JC 

Oct 13 

4 

HL/Shell Park 

MJ. 

Oct 14 

1 

HL/Near Hornby 

WL,RP 

Oct 27 

1 

HW/Brock St, IXmdas 

ffl 

Oct 12 

1 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

BC,RD 

Oct 20 

1 inEi 

HL/Hendrie Valley 

DG,BL,KM 

Oct 21 

1 irm 

HW/Old Dundas Bump 

ffl 

Oct 27 

1 

HW/High Level Bridge 

RD,MS 

Oct 13;20 78;1 

HJj/Shell Park 

MJ 

Oct 13 

441 

II 11 11 

ll 

Oct 14 

2 dark chase 

HL/Near Hornby 

WL,RP 
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Rough-legged Hawk 

Oct 13 F 

1 

HU'Shell Park 

Ml 

ii II H 

Oct 27 

6 

HW/High Level Bridge 

RD,MS 

ii ii '* 

Oct 27 

2 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

RD,GN 

Golden Eagle 

Oct 14 

1 

HW/Dundas Marsii 

JD 

ll «l 

Oct 29 

1 inm 

HW/Handltcn Mountain Brew 

CM 

American Kestrel 

Oct 13 

8 

HL/Shell Park 

MJ 

Merlin 

Oct 5 

1 

BR/36 Winter Way, Brantford 

BL 

Ii 

Oct 7 

1 

HL/Sbell Park 

MJ 

ll 

Oct 28 

1 

HWA'an Wagners Beach 

JCr,(M,BW 

Peregrine Falcon 

Oct 1 

1 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

BW 

ii H 

Oct 1;2;5 

i;i;i 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

KM,JO;J0;PR 

ii «i 

Oct 2,8 

l 

HI/Skyway Bridge 

RDe 

ii «* 

Oct 3 

1 imn 

HW/Windermere Basin 

PR 

ii ii 

Oct 5;6 

1 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. 

BW;DG,BL 

ll H 

Oct 6 

1 

HW/Over Merrick Field Centre 

BW 

ll II 

Oct 8 

1 

HL/Brcnte 

MJ 

ll 1C 

Oct 6 

1 ad £ 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

PR 

ll «l 

Oct 9 

1 

HW/Over Artaban Rd 

BL 

II II 

Oct 14 

1 

HL/Near Hornby 

WL,RP 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Oct 19; 26 

1;4 

NG/Winona Sewage Ponds 

RB,IS;KM,GN,PR 

ll l» ** 

Oct 26 

1 

HW/Windermere Basin 

PR 

Virginia Rail 

Oct 26 Li 

1 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

BC 

American Coot 

Oct 3F;6 

75;90 

WL/Mountsberg C.A. 

RD;KM,GN,SN 

ll It 

Oct 17; 27 

4;3 

HL/LaSalle Marina 

RV;RD 

Black-bellied Plover 

Oct 20 

10 

HW/DundaB Marsh 

DG,BL,KM 

ii « ■ 

Oct 20 

4 

HW/Van Wagners Ponds 

RD,PR 

ii ii ii 

Oct 26 

7 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

BC,RD;WL,RP 

Leaser Golden-Plover 

Oct 14;2QL 3:1 

HW/Windermere Basin 

KM; JJ 

Killdeer 

Oct 19 

57 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

MC 

Greater Yellowlega 

Oct 19 

4 

11 II 1* 


ii H 

Oct 27;28 

7;4 

HW/Oiristie C.A.;Tollgate P. 

BW 

Lesser Yellcwlegs 

Oct 19 

9 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

MC 

II SI 

Oct 23 

5 

HW/Van Wagners Ponds 

BW 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Oct 1 L 

1 

HL/Brcnte Beach 

M3 

n ii 

Oct 1 L 

1 

NG/Wincna Sewage Ponds 

KM 

Whimbrel 

Oct 3-20L 

1 

HW/Windermere B.;Tollgate P. 

PR et al. 

Hudscnian Godwit 

Oct 12:20-26 

i;2 

HW/Van Wagners Ponds 

BC,KD et al. 

ll ■■ 

Oct 26 

3 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

WL,RP 

Sanderling 

Oct 5 

12 

HW/Windermere Basin 

PR 

ii 

Oct 28 L 

1 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

m 

Western Sandpiper 

Oct 12.14L 1 juv 

HW/Windermere Basin 

KM 

White-runsed Sandpiper 

Oct 20 

2 

■I H ii 

GB,RD,AE,PR 

Pectoral Sandpiper- 

. Oct 27 

4 

HL/Brcnte Marsh 

UE 

Dunlin 

Oct 5:26 

5; 35. 

HW/Windermere Basin 

PR et al. 

il 

Oct 19;26 450;600 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

MC;KM,GN,PR 

bang-billed Dwitcher 

Oct 6 * 

8 

HW/Windermere Basin 

WL,RP 

ii «• « 

Oct 8 

1 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

PR 

ll ll «* 

Oct 12-26 1 juv 

HW/Windermere Basin 

KM et al. 

Psrmarine Jaeger 

Oct 26 * 

4 juv 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

BC,KD. 

H II 

Oct 28 

2 juv 

ll 11 II 11 

JD,VE,(M,J0,E^ 

ll H 

Oct 29 

4 juv 

M II M H 

BL 

ii ii 

Oct 31 

2 juv 

HL/Spencer Snith Park 

BW 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Oct 4 

2 

HWAan Wagners Beach 

JD, JD 

ii ii 

Oct 12 

5 

ii ii ii ii 

BC,RD 

li n 

Oct 12 

1 juv 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

01 




67 


Parasitic Jaeger 


Jaeger Species 

M » 

II « 

Little Gull 

ll " 

Bonaparte's Gull 


Black-legged Kittiwake 
Sabine's Gull 

■I ii 

Caspian Tern 
Octrenon Tern 

ll •> 

Short-eared Owl 


Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Gannon Nighthawk 

n «■ 

Chixmey Swift 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Pi lea ted Woodpecker 
Eastern Wood-Fewee 
"Traill's" Flycatcher 
Eastern Fhoebe 


Tree Swallow 

Northern Rough-ving Swallow 


Hiff Swallow 
3am Swallow 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Carolina Wren 


3use Wren 
inter Wren 

vi » 

alden-crcsmed Kinglet 
.'by-crowned Kinglet 
astern Bluebird 


Oct 13 

6 

Oct 14 

2 

Oct 23 

1 , 

Oct 28 

12 

Oct 20 

8 

Oct 26 

3 3:15 p.m. 

Oct 26 

3 3:45 p.m. 

Oct 12 F 

1 ad 

Oct 26 

1 ad 

Oct 6 

24 ? 

Oct 12 

250 

Oct 27 

2000 h 

Oct 12 

2 juv 

Oct 28 

1 juv 

Oct 31 

1 juv 

Oct 1 L 

1 

Oct 6 

23 

Oct 6 

7 

Oct, 13 F 

1 

Oct 22 

1 

Oct 24 

1 

Oct 13 F 

1 

Oct 3 

1 

Oct 9 L 

8 

Oct 8;10L 11;1 

Oct, 30 

1 

Oct 13 

5 

Oct 12 

1 

Oct 10 L 

1 

Oct 1 L 

1 

Oct 5 

6 

Oct 13;20 6 

Oct 25 

1 

Oct 12 

3 

Oct 8 

65 

Oct 12 

11 

Oct 19 L 

2 

Oct 26 L 

1 

Oct 20 L 

1 

Oct 26 

8 

Oct 8-20 

5 

Oct 11 

1 

Oct 25 

2 

Oct 26 

1 

Oct 26 

1 

Oct 30 

1 

Oct 28 

1 

Oct 1;13;2Q 15;63;10 

Oct 12 

30 

Oct 12 

20 CH- 

Oct 12 

100 + 

Oct 12 

5 

Oct 20 

27 

Oct 21 

10 

Oct 27 

4 


HW/Van Wagners Beach 
HL/Shoreacres 
HW/Van Wagners Beach 


BH et al. 

KM 

m 

JCr,JD,VE,®,JO,BW 


NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

GB,RD 

HW/W Over Skyway Bridge 

BC,RD 

HW/W Over Dundas Marsh 

KM,®,PR 

NG/Wincna Sewage Ponds 

BC,RD 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

RD,LE 

HW/Dundas Marsh 


NG/Winona Sewage Ponds 

BC,RD 

KW/Van Wagners Beach 

RD,® 

ll II ll 11 

BC,RD 

ll ll H • *« 

® 

HL/Spencer Smith Park 

ffl 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

KM,JO 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

DG,BL,KM,® 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

KM,® 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

MS 

HL/Near Appleby GO Station 

WL,RP 

HL/Curberland & Harvester Rds MJ 

HL/Burloak Woods, Bronte 

II 

HW/Over Mcftaster University 

PR 

BR/Over Brantford 

II ll ll 

BL 

II 

BR/McGill Tract Rd 

II 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

BC,RD 

HL/Chelsea Rd, Kilbride 

DC,JC 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

KM 

HL/Shoreacres 

RD 

HL/Bronte 

mj 

BR/Tutela Heights Rd 

BL 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

BC,RD 

BR/36 Winter Way, Brantford 

BL 

BR/Tutela Heights Rd 

II 

BR/36 Winter Way, Brantford 

II 

HW/Dundas Hydro Pend 

BC,RD 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

JO 

HR/36 Winter Way, Brantford 

BL 

HL/Bronte Area 

MJ 

KW/Qredoke Reservoir 

JO 

BR/Tutela Heights Rd 

BL 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

KM,®, PR 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

II H II 

BR/Oockshutt Bridge, Grand R. BL 

HL/Appleby Creek 

WL,RP 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

NG/Winona Sewage Ponds 

ll ll H M 

BC,RD 

II II 

II II H H 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

II II 

II II 

HL/Burloak Woods 

MJ 

HW/Valens Rd S 8th Cone 

BL 

HW/Woodland Cemetery 

RD 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Swainson's Thmsh 
Hermit Thrush 

li ii 

Gray Catbird 
Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
American Pipit 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 

II M 

Solitary Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange-crowned Warbler 

ii ii 11 

Nashville Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warb 
Yellow-nnped Warbler 
Black-throated Green War 
Pine Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Black-and-White Warbler 
American Redstart 
Ovenbird 

Carmen Yellcwthroat 
Wilson's Warbler 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
American Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 

<i ii . 

Field Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow 

H ii '■ 

Fox Sparrow 

h ii 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swaip Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
White-crcwned Sparrow 

ii ii *• 

Lapland Longspur 

n H 

Snow Bunting 

ii ii 

Red-winged Blackbird 


Oct. 9 L 

1 

HL/Brcnte Creek 

Ml 

Oct 13 

3 

HL/Brcnte 

• 1 

Oct 12 

25 

NG/Wincna Sewage Ponds 

BC,RD 

Oct 13;20 

60;16 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

Oct 25 

1 

BR/Tutela Heights Rd 

BL 

9 reports 

10 individuals HW;HL;BR 

Many Observers 

Oct 12 

2 

NG/Wincna Sewage Ponds 

BC,RD 

Oct 6 F 

1 

HL/Beach Canal 

WL,RP 

Oct 13 

47 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

Oct 20 F 

1 ad 

HL/Burloak Woods 

81 

Oct 26 

1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

KM r GN,PR 

Oct 27 L 

1 

HL/Bronte Creek 

GE 

Oct 13 L 

1 

HL/Burloak Woods 

Ml 

Oct 13 L 

2 

HL/Bronte 

11 

Oct 12 L 

1 

HL/Beach Canal 

KM 

Oct 1 F 

1 

HL/Southeast Burlington 

MJ 

Oct 20 

1 

HL/Burloak Woods 

II 

Oct 20 L 

i 

HL/Brcnte Creek 

GE 

Oct 12 L 

l 

HW/Van Wagners Beacb 

KM,CN 

Oct 13 L 

l 

HL/Burloak Woods 

MJ 

er Oct 20 L 

lm,lf 

HL/Bronte Harbour 

II 

Oct 3;19 

200;30 . 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

MC. 

iler Oct 9' L 

4 

HL/Bronte Creek 

MJ 

Oct 6 ,L 

1 

NG/Winona Sewage Ponds 

RC,KM,GJJ 

Oct 7 L, 

1 

HL/Burloak Woods 

MJ 

Oct 9 L 

1 

HL/Brcnte Creek 

II 

Oct 13 L 

3 

HL/Bronte 

II 

Oct 8 L 

1 

HL/Shell Park 

II 

Oct 20 L. 

1 m 

HW/South Shore IXmdas Marsh 

DG,BL,KM 

Oct 13 L 

1 

HL/Bronte Harbour 

MJ 

Oct 24 

1 

Hl/292 Kenwood Ave, Burl. 

11 

Oct 9 L 

1 

HL/Bronte Creek 

GE,MJ 

Oct 7 L 

1 

HL/Shell Park 

MJ 

Oct 13 L 

1 

HL/Bronte Cemetery 

II 

• Oct 4 F 

1 

HL/Bronte Harbour 

II 

Oct 12 F 

1 

NG/Winona Sewage Ponds 

BC,RD 

Oct 14 

21 

HW/University Landing 

KM 

Oct 22 L 

1 

HL/Appleby Creek 

WL,RP 

Oct 25 

1 

BR/Tutela Heights Rd 

BL 

Oct 23 L 

3 

HW/Valens Rd N 7th Cone 

II 

Oct 16 

1 

HL/Appleby Creek 

WL,RP 

Oct 6;8 

5;5 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

GN;PR 

Oct 20;22L 1;1 

II II H 

JD;BW 

Oct 12 

3 

HW/Van Wagners Ponds 

BC,RD 

Oct 20 

7 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

Oct 21 L 

1 

HW/Beverly Svanp Reserve 

BL 

Oct 13 

10 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

Oct 13 

105 

ii n 

VI 

Oct 13 

.40 

it ii 


Oct 13 

40 

HW/Christie C.A. 

BW 

Oct 9 

22 

HL/Milton GO Station 

RD 

Oct 21 

2 

HW/Valens Rd S 8th Cine 

BL 

Oct 20 F 

2 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

GB,RD 

Oct 20 F 

1 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

tKJ 

Oct 19 

150 

li li H 

MC 
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Eastern Meadowlark 

Oct 19 

12 

NG/Winona Sewage Pends 

RB,IS 

(i ii 

..Oct 21 

8 

HW/Valens Rd S 8th Cone 

BL 

Rusty Blackbird 

Oct 1 F 

1 

HW/Kings Forest Park 

11 

ii ii 

Oct 1 F 

1 

HL/Bronte Marsh 

Ml 

ii ii 

Oct 13 

25 

HW/CopetcMi Bag, Slote Rd 

RB,IS 

ii ii 

Oct 17 

50 

HW/African Lion Safari 

BL 

ii ii 

Oct 20 

100 

HW/Valens C.A. 

RD 

Carmen Grackle 

Oct 14 

300 

fflVKilbride 

DC,JC 

Purple Findi 

Oct 11 

2 

HW/Dundum St at Escarpment 

JO 

li li 

Oct 19 

1 

HWA'wndas Marsh 

MC 

Pine Siskin 

Oct 13 

4 

HL/Bronte 

MJ 

it «l 

Oct 20 

8 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

DG,BL,Kl'i 

Evening Grosbeak 

Oct 20 F 

1 m 

HL/Burloak Woods 

MJ 

If H 

Oct 30 

2 

BR/Brantf ord 

BL 


Please said your bird recards for November by December 10 to Mark Jennings, 3066 Northview Cres., 
Burlington, Cht, L7M 1B1, or plane 416-335-5210. 


HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 6.48-9>53'7 


HNC BOARD OF BIREOBORS 1991-92 


Past President: 

Bill Randall, 15 Fassett Ave., 
Hamilton, ON, L9C 4B5, 388-2494 

President: 

Doug JfcCallum, 64 Skyland Dr., 
Hamilton, CN, L9A 3Q, 383-9844 

Vice-President: 

John Struger, 269 Wexford Ave. S., 
Hamilton, CN, L8K 2P4 , 547-5116 

Secretary: 

Margaret McFadyen, 15 Mayfair Ave., 
Dundas, CN, L9H 3K5, 627-1034 

Treasurer: 

David Stubbing, 1404 Eden Place, 
Burlington, CN, L7S 1J8, 637-3398 

Membership: 

Pierre Arnold, 293 Alma Lane, 
Ancaster,'’CN, LAG 2T6 , 648-2519 

Field Events: 

Brian Wylie, 24 Brock St. S., 
Dundas, CN, L9H 3G7, 627-4601 


Program: 

Den McLean, #68-151 Gateshead Ores., 

Stoney Creek, CN, L8G 3W1, 662-6901 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer, 1317 Hwy. 8, Winona, CN, 

LOR 210, days: 336-4961, evenings: 643-3837 

Conservation: 

Brian McHattie, P.O. Box 60, R.R.fl, 

Dundas, CN, LSH 5E1, 627-1076 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Rob Dofcos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, 

CN, N2L 4S3, 519-888-0553 

Social: 

Doris Rundle, 85 Woodman Dr. S., 

Hamilton, CN, L8K 4E2, 561-8333 

Junior Naturalists: 

Margaret Walton, #30-580 Liiraridge Rd. E., 
Hamilton, CN, L8W 2Y2 , 388-9369 

Publicity: 

Beth Stormont, 4 Carotin Ct., 

Dundas, CN, L9H 5P3 , 627-7657 
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inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 
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Rob npboe. 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Oitario, N2L 4S3. , 
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Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the north preceding publicatioi date. 
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by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 
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M r v .lomiinnn 1066 Northview Crescent, Burling ton, Ortario t L7M 
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